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ABsTrACT. Let R be a compact, connected, orientable surface of
genus g with n boundary components. Let C(R) be the curve graph
of R. We prove that if g = 0, n > 50or g = 1, n > 3, and
A : C(R) — C(R) is an edge preserving map, then X is induced by
a homeomorphism of R, and this homeomorphism is unique up to
isotopy.

1. INTRODUCTION

Let R be a compact, connected, orientable surface of genus g with
n boundary components. The mapping class group, Modg, of R is de-
fined to be the group of isotopy classes of orientation preserving self-
homeomorphisms of R. The extended mapping class group, Mody, of R
is defined to be the group of isotopy classes of all self-homeomorphisms
of R. Abstract simplicial complexes on surfaces have been studied to get
information about the algebraic structure of the extended mapping class
groups of the surfaces. One of these complexes is the complex of curves.
The vertex set of the complex of curves is the set of isotopy classes of
nontrivial simple closed curves on R, where nontrivial means the curve
does not bound a disk and it is not isotopic to a boundary component
of R. A set of vertices forms a simplex in the complex of curves if its
elements can be represented by pairwise disjoint simple closed curves on
the surface. Let C(R) be the curve graph, the first skeleton of the complex
of curves on R. A map on C(R) is edge preserving if it sends two vertices
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