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PRODUCTS OF R-FACTORIZABLE GROUPS
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ABSTRACT. We consider the Dieudonné and Hewitt—Nachbin com-
pletions, R-factorizability, and pseudo-R;-compactness in products
of spaces and topological groups in the case when one of the factors
is a P-space. We prove that if X is a P-space and Y is a weakly
Lindel6f space, then the formula p(X X Y) = pX x pY holds.

We also show that the product G x K of a non-discrete R-
factorizable P-group G with an R-factorizable group K is R-factor-
izable iff the space G x K is pseudo-RNj-compact. This theorem
is complemented by the fact that the product of an R-factoriz-
able P-group with a space Y is pseudo-Xi-compact provided that
every locally countable family of open sets in Y is countable. As a
corollary, we deduce that the product of an R-factorizable P-group
with an R-factorizable weakly Lindel6f group is R-factorizable.

1. INTRODUCTION

A topological group G is called R-factorizable [2, 16, 17] if for every
continuous function f: G — R, one can find a continuous homomorphism
p: G — H onto a second countable topological group H and a continuous
function h: H — R such that f = hop. The class of R-factorizable groups
includes all precompact groups, all Lindelof groups, arbitrary subgroups
of o-compact groups and dense subgroups of topological products of o-
compact groups [18, Theorem 5.10], pseudo-R;-compact P-groups and
their products (see Theorems 8.6.12 and 8.6.18 of [2]), and many others.
As usual, we call a space X pseudo-Ri-compact if every locally finite
family of open sets in X is countable.
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It is not known, however, whether the class of R-factorizable groups is
productive, i.e., contains arbitrary products of its elements. The problem
is open even for products of two factors [18, Problem 5.7]. The following
three facts (corresponding to Theorems 8.6.12, 8.5.5, and Exercise 8.5.a
of [2], respectively) indicate that this problem is intimately related to the
notion of pseudo-N;-compactness:

Fact 1.1. A P-group is R-factorizable iff it is pseudo-Ri-compact.

Fact 1.2. The product G x K of an R-factorizable group G with the
compact group K = 7Z(2)“* is R-factorizable iff G is pseudo-R;-compact.

Fact 1.3. If the product group G x H is R-factorizable, then one of the
factors is pseudo-¥y-compact (and both G and H are R-factorizable).

It is an open problem whether every R-factorizable group is pseudo-
N;-compact (see [17, Problem 3.6]). Hence Fact 1.1 solves the problem in
the affirmative in the case of P-groups, i.e., topological groups in which
Gs-sets are open. Clearly, Fact 1.3 implies that G is pseudo-R;-compact
under the stronger assumption that G x G is R-factorizable.

A topological group G is m-factorizable [2, Section 8.5] if for every
continuous mapping f of G to a metrizable space M, one can find a
continuous homomorphism p of G onto a second countable group H and
a continuous mapping h: H — M such that f = hop. According to [2,
Theorem 8.5.2], a group G is m-factorizable iff it is R-factorizable and
pseudo-Ni-compact. Therefore, we can reformulate the above problem by
asking whether every R-factorizable group is m-factorizable.

It is clear that the projections of the product G x K of topological
groups to the factors are open continuous homomorphisms. Since open
continuous surjective homomorphisms preserve R-factorizability [2, The-
orem 8.4.2], the product group G x K is R-factorizable only if both G
and K are as well. Another necessary condition for R-factorizability of
products, involving the Hewitt—Nachbin completion v X of a space X, can
be obtained as a combination of Theorem 8.3.6 and Corollary 6.7.6 of [2]:

Fact 1.4. If the product group G x K is R-factorizable, then v(G x K) =
vG X vK and, therefore, G x K is C-embedded in vG X vK.

The R-factorizability of the product G x K of R-factorizable groups G
and K has been established in each of the following cases:

a) K is a compact group of countable weight [2, Corollary 8.5.6];

b) G is weakly Lindelof and K is pseudocompact [2, Theorem 8.5.13];

¢) G is a weakly Lindel6f w-stable group and K is an arbitrary sub-
group of a Lindeldf ¥-group [2, Theorem 8.5.17];

d) G is a pseudo-Rj-compact group of countable o-tightness and K
is pseudocompact [2, Exercise 8.5.d].
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It is worth mentioning that the groups G and K in item c) are auto-
matically R-factorizable by virtue of [2, Proposition 8.1.20] and [2, Propo-
sition 8.1.13], respectively. We will show in Corollary 3.2 that in each of
items b)—d), the product G x K is pseudo-Rj-compact and, hence, m-
factorizable. This complements the results from [2, Section 8.5].

Our aim is to continue this study in several directions, paying spe-
cial attention to P-groups. In Section 2 we present several observations
regarding the formula (X X Y) = uX x Y in a purely topological situ-
ation. We show in Proposition 2.3 that if X is a P-space and Y is weakly
Lindel6f, then for every zero-set F' C X X Y, the projection of F' to the
first factor is clopen in X. Under the same assumptions about X and Y,
we show in Proposition 2.4 that the equality u(X x Y) = puX x uY is
valid.

In Section 3 we consider products of R-factorizable groups. After a
series of auxiliary lemmas, we prove in Theorem 3.9 that the product
G x K of a non-discrete P-group G with an R-factorizable group K is
R-factorizable if and only if G x K is pseudo-N;-compact. This result
generalizes Fact 1.1 (see also [19, Theorem 4.16]).

In Proposition 3.12 we find conditions under which the product
G x Y of a P-group G and a space Y is pseudo-X;-compact—it suffices
to assume that G is pseudo-N;-compact (equivalently, R-factorizable) and
that every locally countable family of open sets in Y is countable. Since,
by Lemma 3.11, every locally countable family of open sets in a weakly
Lindelof space is countable, we conclude in Corollary 3.13 that the prod-
uct of an R-factorizable P-group with a weakly Lindel6f space is pseudo-
N;i-compact. Combining Theorem 3.9 and Corollary 3.13, we deduce in
Corollary 3.14 that the product of an R-factorizable P-group with an
R-factorizable weakly Lindelof group is m-factorizable.

In Section 4 we collect several open problems regarding pseudo-N;-
compactness and R-factorizability in products of topological groups.

1.1. Notation and terminology. All spaces are assumed to be Tych-
onoff. We consider only Hausdorff topological groups.

A space X is called weakly Lindeldf (abbreviation: wL(X) < w) if
every open cover 7y of X contains a countable subfamily 7o such that |~y
is dense in X [13, p. 37]. It is clear that Lindelof spaces and spaces of
countable cellularity are weakly Lindelof.

We say that a space X has countable o-tightness if for every family
~ of open sets in X and every point = € m, there exists a countable
subfamily p of 4 such that 2 € [Ju (see [15] or [2, Section 5.5]).

Given an infinite cardinal x, we say that a space X is pseudo-x-compact
if every locally finite family of open sets in X has cardinality strictly less
than k. Clearly, every weakly Lindeldf space is pseudo-N;-compact, but
the converse is false.
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If every Gs-set in X is open, then X is called a P-space. It is clear that
every regular P-space has a base of clopen sets. Abusing terminology, we
say that a topological group G is a P-group if it is topologically a P-space.

A subset Z of a space X is Gs-dense in a subspace Y of X if Z intersects
every nonempty Gs-set in Y. The biggest set Y C X containing Z as a
Gs-dense subset is called the Gs-closure of Z in X.

The Dieudonné and Hewitt—Nachbin completions of a Tychonoff space
X are denoted by puX and vX, respectively. It is well known that pX C
vX C BX, where X is the Cech-Stone compactification of X, and that
X is Gs-dense in vX. According to [10], the equality uX = vX holds
if and only if X is pseudo-m;-compact, where m; is the first measurable
cardinal.

A continuous mapping f: X — Y is called z-closed if the image f(F)
is closed in Y, for every zero-set F' in X.

The Raikov completion of a topological group H is denoted by oH,
and o, H is the Gs-closure of H in pH. It is clear that H is Gs-dense in
o.H and g, H is a dense subgroup of oH.

A topological group H is precompact if it is topologically isomorphic
to a subgroup of a compact group. Clearly, H is precompact iff the group
oH is compact.

The kernel of a homomorphism 7: K — Lis ker 7. A topological group
H is w-narrow if it can be covered by countably many translates of every
neighborhood of the identity [2, 18].

For the definition and properties of Lindel6f Y-spaces and Lindelof
Y-groups, see [2, Section 5.3].

As usual, we denote by w(X), nw(X), x(X), and ¥(X) the weight,
network weight, character, and pseudocharacter of X, respectively.

The set of all positive integers is NT and ¢ = 2% is the power of the
continuum.

2. SOME REMARKS ABOUT THE FORMULA v(X X Y) =vX x vY

Since we will discuss several cases when the equalities v(X x V) =
vX xvY and pu(X xY) = uX x uY hold, the following folklore fact is in
order:

Lemma 2.1. For completely regular spaces X and Y, the following im-
plications are valid:

BXXxY)=8XxY = 0v(X xXY)=0vX x0Y = p(X xY) = puX x uY.

Proof. Tt follows from (X xY) = X x Y that X xY is C*-embedded
in BX x BY. Since X and Y are Gs-dense in vX and vY, respectively,
we see that X x Y is Gg-dense in v X x vY. It also follows from X C
vX C X and Y C vY C BY that X xY C vX xvY C BX x gY.



PRODUCTS OF R-FACTORIZABLE GROUPS 171

Therefore, X x Y is a G5-dense, C*-embedded subspace of vX x vY. We
now apply [6, Theorem 1.18] to conclude that X x Y is C-embedded in
P =vX xvY. Since the space P is realcompact, the equality v(X xY) =
vX X vY is immediate.

Similarly, the equality v(X x Y) = vX x vY implies that X x Y is a
dense C-embedded subspace of the space vX xvY. Since X C uX C vX
and Y C pY C oY, we see that X X Y is a dense C-embedded subspace
of the Dieudonné complete space uX x uY. Hence u(X xY) C uX x uY.
It is well known that a unique Dieudonné complete space Z satisfying
X XY C Z C uX xuY is the product uX x Y (see [2, Proposition 6.7.4]).
Hence pu(X xY) = uX x uY. O

It is known that the product X x Y of a P-space X with a weakly
Lindelof space Y is C-embedded in X x vY (see [14, Theorem 7.5]). It
also follows from [7, 8] that under the same assumptions about X and
Y, the projection p: X x Y — X is z-closed. We will strengthen this
conclusion in Proposition 2.3 below. First we need a lemma which follows
directly from [2, Lemma 8.5.12]:

Lemma 2.2. Let f: X XY — R be a continuous function, where X is a
P-space and Y is a weakly Lindeldf space. Then for every x € X, there
exists an open neighborhood U of x such that f(z',y) = f(z,y) for all
2 eU andy €Y.

Proposition 2.3. Suppose that X is a P-space, Y is a weakly Lindelof
space, and p: X XY — X is the projection. Then the image p(F) is
clopen in X, for every zero-set F' in X XY . In particular, p is a z-closed
mapping.

Proof. Let F be a zero-set in X x Y. Choose a continuous function
f: X xY — R such that F = f71(0). If z € X \ p(F), then F N ({z} x
Y) = . By Lemma 2.2, there exists an open neighborhood U of z in X
such that f(2',y) = f(x,y) for all 2’ € U and y € Y. We claim that
UNp(F) = 0. Indeed, otherwise there exist points 2’ € U and y € Y such
that (z',y) € F. Hence f(z’,y) = 0, while f(x,y) # 0. This contradiction
proves the claim and shows that p(F’) is closed in X.

To finish the proof, it suffices to verify that p(F') is open in X. Take
any point z € p(F') and, again, choose an open neighborhood U of z in
X such that f(2/,y) = f(z,y) for all 2/ € U and y € Y. Clearly, there
exists yo € Y such that (x,y0) € F, that is, f(x,y0) = 0. Our choice of
U implies that f(2',y0) = f(x,yo) = 0 for each =’ € U, and we see that
U C p(F). Hence p(F) is open in X. O



172 M. TKACHENKO

According to [14, Theorem 5.4], the following conditions are equivalent
for a Tychonoff space Y:

(1) |Y| < my and every point y € vY has a neighborhood U in vY
such that U NY is weakly Lindelof.
(2) The equality v(X xY) =vX X vY holds for every P-space X.

In what follows we will deal with weakly Lindel6f spaces which obvi-
ously satisfy the second part of the above condition (1). In the case of
the Dieudonné completion, the restriction on the cardinality of Y in (1)
can be omitted:

Proposition 2.4. Let X be a P-space and Y a weakly Lindelof space.
Then p(X xY) =pX x pY.

Proof. The projection p: X x Y — X is z-closed by Proposition 2.3.
Hence it follows from [12] (see also [5, 3.12.20 (a)]) that X x Y is C*-
embedded in X x BY. Since Y is compact, a Comfort—Negrepontis
theorem from [4] implies that X x Y is C-embedded in uX x Y. Hence
X xY is C*-embedded in uX x fY.

Since X x Y is Gs-dense in puX x puY, we apply [6, Theorem 1.18]
to conclude that X x Y is C-embedded in X x pY. Now a standard
argument (see for example [2, Proposition 6.7.4]) implies the equality
WX xY)=pX x uY. O

We know that every pseudo-mj-compact space Z satisfies uZ = vZ2
and that weakly Lindel6f spaces are pseudo-Ri-compact (hence, pseudo-
m;-compact). Hence the following corollary to Proposition 2.4 is now im-
mediate since, under conditions of Proposition 2.4, X x Y is C-embedded
in uX x pY.

Corollary 2.5. Let X be a pseudo-mi-compact P-space and Y a weakly
Lindeldf space. Then v(X xY) =vX xvY.

It turns out that “weakly Lindel6f” in Corollary 2.5 cannot be replaced
with “countably compact” or “w-bounded” (meaning that the countable
sets have compact closures) even if the P-space X is Lindel6f. This fact
can be deduced from [14, Section 6]. Here we give, however, a simple
example that does not depend on techniques from [14].

Let us recall that a subspace Y of a space X is z-embedded in X if
every zero-set in Y is the intersection of a zero-set in X with Y. Clearly,
every C*-embedded subspace of X is z-embedded, but not vice versa. If,
however, a z-embedded subspace Y of X is Gs-dense in X, then Y is
C-embedded in X (this fact follows from [3, 3.6]).
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Example 2.6. There exist a normal Lindelof P-space X and a first
countable locally compact w-bounded space Y , both of cardinality Xy, such
that X XY is neither C*-embedded nor z-embedded in X x Y = X xvY.

Indeed, let X = w; + 1. We introduce a topology in X be declaring
each point « € w; isolated in X and taking the sets X \ o with o € w;
as a local base for X at the element w;. Clearly, X is a Lindel6f P-space
with the single non-isolated point wy, so X is normal. The space Y = w;
carries the usual interval topology generated by the well-ordering of w;.
Then Y is first countable, locally compact, and w-bounded. It is easy to
see that pY = vY is the compact space wy + 1 with the interval topology.

Let us verify that X x Y is not C*-embedded in X x vY. To this end,
we define a function f: X xY — {0,1} by

fo ifB<a
f(a’ﬁ)_{l if a < 8.

We leave to the reader a simple verification of the continuity of f.
Suppose to the contrary that f admits an extension to a continuous func-
tion g: X x pY — R. Since X X Y is dense in X x uY it is clear that g
takes values in {0,1}. It follows from the definition of f and the continu-
ity of g that g(w1, @) = f(w1, @) = 0 and g(a,wy) = limg_,,, fla, B8) =1
for each & < wy. Since the point p = (wq,w) is in the closure of the sets
{w1} xY and X x {w;}, the function g is discontinuous at p.

Since Y is Gs-dense in pY, we see that X x Y is Gs-dense in X x uY.
If X x Y were z-embedded in X x Y, it would follow from [3, 3.6] that
X xY is also C-embedded in X x uY', which is not the case. In fact, one
can verify directly that the zero-set {(a, ) € X xY :a < f}in X xY
does not admit an extension to a zero-set in X x pY.

It is clear that the space Y in Example 2.6 does not satisfy the second
part of condition (1) that appears before Proposition 2.4.

3. R-FACTORIZABILITY AND PSEUDO-N;-COMPACTNESS

In the introduction we mentioned several cases when the product G x H
of topological groups G and H is R-factorizable. Here we show that in
almost all of them the space G x H is necessarily pseudo-R;-compact.

Let us say that a class P of spaces (or topological groups) is k-stable if
X x Dt € P for each X € P, where D = {0,1} is the discrete two-point
space (two-element group). It is clear that the classes of separable spaces
and spaces of countable cellularity are k-stable. The same conclusion
remains valid for the classes of Lindelof, weakly Lindelof, and pseudo-Ni-
compact spaces (topological groups).
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Proposition 3.1. Let P and Q be classes of topological groups, and sup-
pose that the product group G x H is R-factorizable, for oll G € P and
H € Q. If P is k-stable, then the product G x H is pseudo-Ri-compact
(equivalently, m-factorizable), for all G € P and H € Q.

Proof. We can assume that the classes P and Q are nonempty. Take any
G € P and H € Q, and let K = Z(2)“* be the power of the discrete
two-element group Z(2). Then the group (G x H) x K =2 (G x K) x H
is R-factorizable since G x K € P and H € Q. By [2, Theorem 8.5.5],
the R-factorizability of (G x H) x K implies that the group G x H is
pseudo-N;-compact and, hence, m-factorizable. O

We say that a space X is w-stable if every continuous image Y of
X admitting a coarser regular topology with a countable base satisfies
nw(Y) <w (see [1]). According to [2, Proposition 5.6.8], every Tychonoff
w-stable space is pseudo-X;-compact.

Items 1) and 2) of the following corollary strengthen Theorems 8.5.13
and 8.5.17 of [2], respectively, where the R-factorizability of G x H was
established only.

Corollary 3.2. The product G x H of an R-factorizable group G with a
group H is m-factorizable in each of the following cases:

1) the group G is weakly Lindelof and H is pseudocompact;

2) G is a weakly Lindelof w-stable group and H is an arbitrary sub-
group of a Lindelof X-group;

3) G is a pseudo-Ry-compact group of countable o-tightness and H
s pseudocompact.

Proof. 1t is clear that every weakly Lindelof space is pseudo-R-compact.
Therefore, the group G in items 1)-3) is m-factorizable. In each of items
1)-3), H is a subgroup of a Lindel6f X-group (or even of a compact group
since pseudocompact groups are precompact), so H is R-factorizable by
[2, Proposition 8.1.13].

It is easy to see that the classes of pseudocompact groups as well as of
Lindel6f X-groups are k-stable. Since a topological group is m-factorizable
iff it is R-factorizable and pseudo-N;-compact, the required conclusion
follows from Proposition 3.1 combined with Theorems 8.5.13, 8.5.17, and
Exercise 8.5.d of [2]. O

We will show in Theorem 3.9 that the R-factorizability of the product
G x K of R-factorizable groups G and K is equivalent to the pseudo-N;-
compactness of the product in the case when G is a non-discrete P-group.
This requires a series of lemmas.
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For a topological group G, denote by C¢(G) the family of all continuous
real-valued functions on G which admit a factorization via a continuous
homomorphism onto a second countable group. Equivalently, g € C¢(G)
if there exist a continuous homomorphism 7: G — H onto a second count-
able topological group H and a continuous function h: H — R such that
g = hom. In the next lemma, the uniform convergence in Cy(G) is con-
sidered with respect to the sup-norm (we do not assume the functions in
C#(G) to be bounded).

Lemma 3.3. The family C(G) contains limits of uniformly convergent
sequences, for every topological group G.

Proof. Suppose that {g,, : n € w} C C¢(G) is a sequence of functions uni-
formly converging to a function g on G. Clearly g is continuous. For every
n € w, there exist a continuous homomorphism p, : G — H, onto a sec-
ond countable group H,, and a continuous function h,: H, — R such that
gn = hpop,. Denote by p the diagonal product of the homomorphisms p,,
and put H = p(G). Then H is a subgroup of the direct product [, .., Hy
and, hence, w(H) < w. It is clear that for every n € w, we can find a
continuous real-valued function fNLn on H satisfying g, = En op (it suffices
to put ?Ln = h, o m,, where 7, is the restriction to H of the projection
[Irc He — H,). This equality implies that the sequence {hy i1 € w}
converges uniformly to a continuous function hon H. One easily verifies
that g = hop, so g € C¢(G). O

Lemma 3.4. Let G and K be w-narrow groups. If p: G x K — H 1is
a continuous homomorphism to a second countable group H, then there
exist continuous homomorphisms m1: G — Gg, mo: K — Kg onto second
countable groups Gy and K, respectively, and a continuous homomor-
phism q: Gy x Ko — H such that p = q o (w1 X m2). Similarly, if the
group H satisfies the weaker condition ¥(G) < w, then Gy and Ky can be
chosen to satisfy ¥(Go) < w and Y(Ko) < w. In this case, one can take
the homomorphisms w1 and 7o to be open.

Proof. Suppose that the group H is second countable and take a count-
able base {U, : n € w} at the identity of H. Since the homomor-
phism p is continuous, for every n € w there exist open neighborhoods
V, and W, of the identity in G and K, respectively, such that V,, x
W, € p~Y(U,). Then the families v; = {V,, : n € w} and v = {W,, :
n € w} are countable. By [18, Lemma 3.7], we can find continuous
homomorphisms m: G — Go and my: K — Ky onto second count-
able topological groups Gg and Ky and countable families p; and puo
of open neighborhoods of the identity in Go and K, respectively, such
that for every O € =;, there exists O’ € y; with 7; (0') € O, i = 1,2.
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We claim that if (z;,4;) € G x K for i = 1,2, and (71(x1),m2(y1)) =
(m1(22), m2(y2)), then p(x1,y1) = p(x2,y2). Indeed, if m(z1) = m1(z2)
and o (y1) = m2(y2), then (xflx%yflyg) €V, x W, for each n € w and,
hence, p(z] 2o, y7 'y2) = em. But then p(x1,41) = p(2,y2), as required.

Therefore, there exists a homomorphism ¢: Gy x Ky — H such that
p = qo(m X m). It remains to verify that ¢ is continuous at the identity
of Gy x Ky. Let n € w be arbitrary. By the choice of the families p;
and o, we can find V' € p; and W’ € s such that Wfl(V’) C V, and
7y {(W') € W,,. Then

qV' x W) = p(ry 1 (V') x 7w W) € p(V,, x W) C U,.

This proves the continuity of ¢, whence the first part of the lemma follows.
The second part is immediate from [2, Lemma 5.6.2]. O

For a space X, a subfamily A of the family C'(X) of continuous real-
valued function on X is called an algebra on X if A is a subring of
C(X) which contains constants, separates points and closed sets in X,
and is closed under inversion and taking limits of uniformly convergent
sequences. We say that X has the approximation property if every algebra
on X coincides with C(X) (see [9]).

Lemma 3.5. The product G x K of R-factorizable groups G and K 1is
R-factorizable iff G x K has the approzimation property.

Proof. Denote by A the minimal algebra in C(G x K) which contains the
functions depending on one coordinate only.

Suppose that the product G x K has the approximation property. Since
the factors G and K are R-factorizable, from Lemma 3.3 it follows that
A C Cf(G x K). In addition, the approximation property of G x K
implies that A = C(G x K), so C(G x K) = C¢(G x K) and the group
G x K is R-factorizable.

Conversely, suppose that the product group G x K is R-factorizable,
and let f: G x K — R be a continuous function. Then we can find
a continuous homomorphism p: G x K — H onto a second countable
group H and a continuous function h: H — R such that f = hop.
By Lemma 3.4, there exist continuous homomorphisms 7;: G — Gy and
me: K — Ky onto second countable groups Gy and Ky and a contin-
uous homomorphism ¢: Go x Ky — H such that p = g o (m X m).
Then hg = h o ¢ is a continuous function on the product Gg x Ky of
second countable groups. Since Gy X Ky has the approximation prop-
erty by [9, Proposition 1.2], the function f = hg o (m X m3) is in A.
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Gx K

PSR

p
G()XKO 1 H

ho

We have thus proved that C'(G x K) = A, i.e., G X K has the approx-
imation property. |

Here is another simple fact that will be used soon:

Lemma 3.6. Let G be a non-discrete w-narrow group. Then there exists
a family A of open neighborhoods of the neutral element e in G such that
A has empty interior and || < Ny.

Proof. The conclusion of the lemma is evident if G has pseudocharacter
less than or equal to ;. Suppose that #(G) > N;. Since the group
G is w-narrow, it follows from [2, Theorem 3.4.23] that G is topologi-
cally isomorphic to a subgroup H of a product II = [],.; G; of second
countable topological groups. Using the inequality ¥(H) > N, we can
find a set J C I with |J| = N; such that 7;(H) is uncountable, where
ny: II — Iy = [];c; G: is the projection. It is clear that the group
II; satisfies (IT;) < Ny, so the subgroup N = H N7, " (e;) of H is the
intersection of at most N1 open sets in H, where e is the neutral element
of IIy. Since the quotient group H/N = 7;(H) is uncountable and H
is w-narrow, the closed subgroup N cannot be open in H. Hence N is
nowhere dense in H. This finishes the proof. O

The following fact is proved in [2, Proposition 8.5.7].

Lemma 3.7. Let G be an R-factorizable group such that every continuous
homomorphic image H of G with w(H) < w is pseudo-R;-compact. Then
G is pseudo-N1-compact and, hence, m-factorizable.

It is worth noting that the lemma below is a part of Theorem 3.9.

Lemma 3.8. Suppose that the product G x K is an R-factorizable group,
where G is a P-group. If K is pseudo-N1-compact, so is the group G x K
and, hence, G X K is m-factorizable.

Proof. The group G is R-factorizable as an open continuous homomor-
phic image of G x K (see [17, Theorem 3.10]). Since G is a P-group, it is
pseudo-N;-compact by [19, Lemma 2.6]. Suppose that G x K fails to be
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pseudo-N;-compact. Then, by Lemma 3.7, there exists a homomorphism
¢: G x K — T onto a topological group T satisfying ¥(T") < w such that
T is not pseudo-N;-compact. By Lemma 3.4, we can find continuous open
homomorphisms 7g: G — Gq, 7 : K — K onto topological groups G
and Ky of countable pseudocharacter and a continuous homomorphism
q: Go x Ky — T such that ¢ = go (g x k). Let m: G x K — Gy x K
be the product of the homomorphisms g and wx. Then 7 is an open
continuous homomorphism. It follows from the continuity of ¢ and the
choice of the group T that the product group Gy x Ky is not pseudo-Ni-
compact.

Since g : G — Gy is an open continuous homomorphism of a P-group
G onto the group Gy of countable pseudocharacter, we see that the kernel
of m¢ is an open subgroup of G and Gy is discrete. Further, every R-factor-
izable group is w-narrow according to [2, Proposition 8.1.3]. Hence the
group G and the continuous homomorphic image Gy of G are w-narrow.
Since Gy is discrete, we conclude that |Go| < w.

Using the facts that G is discrete and Gy x Ky is not pseudo-Ni-
compact, we can find a discrete family {U, x V,, : @ < wy} of nonempty
open sets in Gy x Ky, where U, = {2} and z, € Gy for each a € w;.
Since G is countable, there exist g € Gy and an uncountable set A C w;
such that U, = {g} for each a € A. Hence {V, : a« € A} is a discrete
family of nonempty open sets in Kj, and so is the family {W, : a € A}
in K, where W, = n;'(V,) for each o € A. Thus K fails to be pseudo-
Ni-compact. This contradiction completes the proof. O

The next result can be considered as a complement to [19, Theo-
rem 4.16).

Theorem 3.9. The following conditions are equivalent for a non-discrete
P-group G and an R-factorizable group K :

(a) the group G x K is R-factorizable;
(b) the space G x K is pseudo-Ni-compact;
(c) the group G x K is m-factorizable.

Proof. We know that a topological group is m-factorizable iff it is R-
factorizable and pseudo-Nj-compact [2, Theorem 8.5.2]. Hence (c) is
equivalent to the combination of (a) and (b). Therefore, it suffices to
prove that (a) and (b) are equivalent as well.

We start with the implication (b) = (a). Suppose that the product
G x K is pseudo-Nj-compact. Then G is also pseudo-Nj-compact as a
continuous image of G x K. Hence [19, Theorem 4.16] implies that G is
R-factorizable.
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Let C(G x K) be the algebra of continuous real-valued functions on
G x K. Denote by A the minimal subalgebra of C(G x K) which contains
the functions depending on one coordinate only and the limits of uniformly
convergent sequences lying in A. Since the factors G and K are R-factor-
izable, Lemma 3.3 implies that A C C;(G x K). By our assumption, the
product G x K is pseudo-Rj-compact, so [9, Theorem 1.6] implies that
A = C(G x K). Therefore, C(G x K) = C(G x K), so the group G x K
is R-factorizable. This proves that (b) implies (a).

Let us show that (a) = (b). Suppose that the product group G x K
is R-factorizable. Then, by [17, Theorem 3.10], G is R-factorizable as an
open continuous homomorphic image of G x K. Therefore, the P-group
G is pseudo-N;-compact by virtue of [19, Lemma 2.6]. Suppose to the
contrary that G x K is not pseudo-N;-compact. Then, by Lemma 3.8,
neither is K. Let {V, : @ < w1} be a discrete family of nonempty open
sets in K. Since G is a P-group, we use Lemma 3.6 to choose a strictly
decreasing family {U, : « < w1} of clopen neighborhoods of the neutral
element eg in G whose intersection has empty interior in G. It is clear
that the family v = {U, x V, : @ < wy } is discrete in G x K.

For every a < wq, pick a point y, € V,, and denote by f, a continuous
function on G x K with values in [0,1] such that f,(z,y,) = 1 for each
x € Uy, and fo(x,y) = 0 if (z,y) ¢ U, X V,. Since the family ~ is
discrete, the function F' = )" <w, Ja 18 continuous on G x K. We now
use the R-factorizability of G x K to find a continuous homomorphism
¢: Gx K — T onto a second countable group 7" and a continuous function
g on T such that F' = go p. By Lemma 3.4, we can find open continuous
homomorphisms 7g: G — Gy and 7x: K — K onto groups Gg and K
of countable pseudocharacter and a continuous homomorphism ¢g: Gy X
Ko — T satisfying ¢ = gom, where m = 7 X 7. Put h = goq. Then
h is a continuous homomorphism which satisfies F' = h o w. Clearly, the
group Gy is countable and discrete.

@
GoXKO g T g R

h

The kernel N of 7g is an open subgroup of G. Since the intersection
ﬂa<w1 U, has empty interior in G, there exists 8 < w; such that the com-
plement N \ Ug is nonempty. Pick a point x € N \ Ug. Clearly, ng(z) =
ma(eq) = eo, where eg is the neutral element of Gy. It follows from the
choice of z that the point (z,ys) is not in J,,,, Ua X Va, so F(z,ys) =
0. It is also clear that (eq,ys) € Up x Vs, whence F(eq,ys) = 1.
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However, we have that F' = hom and 7(eq,yg) = (o, 7 (yg)) = m(x, ys).
Therefore,

1= F(ea,yp) = hn(eq,yp) = hn(z,ys) = F(z,ys) = 0.
This contradiction shows that the product group G x K is pseudo-N;-
compact. Hence (a) implies (b) and the proof is complete. O

Here we present sufficient conditions for the preservation of pseudo-N;-
compactness in a product of two spaces.

Lemma 3.10. Let X be a Lindelof P-space with x(X) < Ry and Y a
space in which every locally countable family of open sets is countable.
Then the product X XY is pseudo-Ri-compact.

Proof. Tt is well known that every Lindel6f P-space satisfying the T sep-
aration axiom is regular. Therefore, the space X is zero-dimensional and
has a base of clopen sets. Suppose to the contrary that there exists a
discrete family £ = {U, x V, : @ < wi} of nonempty open rectangular
sets in X x Y, where each U, is clopen in X. Put

F=( U Us.
a<wi a<f<w

Since the space X is Lindelof, the set F' is nonempty. Pick a point z* € F
and note that z* is not isolated in X. Indeed, otherwise z* € U, for
uncountably many « < wi, and since Y is evidently pseudo-R;-compact,
the intersections of the elements of & with the copy {z*} x Y of Y have
an accumulation point in {z*} x Y, thus contradicting our choice of the
family £. Since X is a P-space, we conclude that y(z*,X) = N;. Let
{W, : v < w1} be a decreasing family of clopen neighborhoods of 2* in X
which forms a local base for X at x*.

By recursion define a strictly increasing sequence A = {a, : v < wy}
of countable ordinals and a family {O, : ¥ < w;} of nonempty clopen sets
in X satisfying the following conditions for each v < wy:

(i) =% ¢ Oy;

(ii) O, C Uy, NW,,.
This is possible because of our choice of the point z* € F. By (ii),
the family v = {O, x V,, : v < wy} is discrete in X x Y. Since every
locally countable family of open sets in Y is countable, there exists a point
y* € Y such that every neighborhood of y* in Y intersects uncountably
many elements of the family {V,, : v < wi}.

To obtain a contradiction it suffices to show that the family v accu-
mulates at the point z* = (2*,y*). Let U x V be an open neighbor-
hood of z* in X X Y and § a countable ordinal. Then z* € U, so there
exists p < wiy such that W, € U. By the choice of y* € Y, there ex-
ists an ordinal v satisfying max{d, u} < v < wy such that VNV, # 0.
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It follows from (ii) that O, C W, and, since W,, C W, C U, we see
that O, C U. Hence (U x V)N (0, x V,,) # 0. Since v > 4, it follows
that U x V intersects uncountably many elements of the family ~. This

shows that v accumulates at z* and contradicts the discreteness of v in
X xY. O

The next result is almost evident.

Lemma 3.11. Let X be a weakly Lindeléf space. Then every locally
countable family of open sets in X is countable.

Proof. Suppose that 7 is a locally countable family of open sets in X.
For every x € X, take an open neighborhood U, of x which intersects at
most countably many elements of v. Then {U, : € X} is an open cover
of X and since X is weakly Lindeldf, there exists a countable set C' C X
such that the union W = |J, . U is dense in X. Since every element of
~ intersects the set W, we conclude that v is countable. O

In contrast with Lemma 3.10, we do not impose any bounds upon the
character of the group G in the proposition below:

Proposition 3.12. Let G be an R-factorizable P-group and Y a space
in which every locally countable family of open sets is countable. Then
the product G X Y is pseudo-N1-compact.

Proof. Suppose to the contrary that the product G xY contains a discrete
family v = {U, X V4 : @ < wp} of nonempty open sets. Clearly, the P-
group G is zero-dimensional, so we can assume without loss of generality
that every set U, is clopen. Since G is R-factorizable, for every a < w;
there exist a continuous homomorphism p, of G onto a second countable
group G, and a clopen set W, C G,, such that U, = p;*(W,). It is easy
to see that the kernel of each homomorphism p,, is an open subgroup of
G, so we can additionally assume that each group G, is discrete and,
hence, countable. Therefore, according to [19, Lemma 4.13], there exists
an open continuous homomorphism p of G onto a P-group H satisfying
w(H) < ¥y such that kerp C ker p,, for each o < w;. In particular, each
set O, = p(U,) is open in H and U, = p~1(0,).

We claim that the family {O, X V, : @ < wy} is discrete in H x Y.
Indeed, take an arbitrary point (z,y) € H x Y and choose 2/ € G such
that p(z’) = z. Since the family + is discrete in G x Y, there exists
an open neighborhood U x V of (2/,y) in G x Y which intersects at
most one element of 7. If @ < w; and the sets U x V and U, x V,, are
disjoint, then either U N U, = 0 or VNV, = 0. In the former case,
the equality U, = p~p(U,) implies that p(U) N O, = p(U) N p(Uy,) = 0.
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This implies that (p(U) x V)N (p(Uy) x V) = 0, and the same happens in
the latter case. Hence, p(U) x V is an open neighborhood of (z,y) which
meets at most one element of the family {O, X V,, : a < w;}, and our
claim follows.

The group H is R-factorizable as a quotient of the R-factorizable group
G. Since w(H) < Ny, it follows from [19, Corollary 3.32] that H is a
Lindel6f P-group. Hence Lemma 3.10 implies that the product H x Y is
pseudo-N;-compact. This yields that the family {O, x V, : & < wy} has
an accumulation point, which contradicts the above claim. Therefore, the
product G X Y is pseudo-N;-compact. O

The next result follows from Proposition 3.12 and Lemma 3.11:

Corollary 3.13. The product G XY of an R-factorizable P-group G with
a weakly Lindelof space Y is pseudo-Rq-compact.

Applying Theorem 3.9 and Corollary 3.13, we obtain:

Corollary 3.14. The product G X K of an R-factorizable P-group with
a weakly Lindelof R-factorizable group K is m-factorizable.

The above corollary generalizes [17, Corollary 4.18], where the second
factor was assumed precompact.

Since all Lindelof groups as well as countably cellular groups are weakly
Lindelof, and Lindel6f groups are R-factorizable by [16, Assertion 1.1],
Corollary 3.14 implies the following facts:

Corollary 3.15. The product of an R-factorizable P-group with a Lin-
deldf group is m-factorizable.

Corollary 3.16. The product of an R-factorizable P-group with an R-
factorizable group of countable cellularity is m-factorizable.
4. PROBLEM SECTION

Several results of Section 2 appeared as an attempt to resolve the fol-
lowing problem:

Problem 4.1. Let G be a Lindelof P-group. Will the product group
G x H be R-factorizable (equivalently, m-factorizable) for every m-factor-
izable group H? What if, additionally, H is w-stable?

Problem 4.2. Let G be a Lindeldf group and H a precompact group. Is
the product G x H R-factorizable, pseudo-N1-compact, or weakly Lindelof?

Problem 4.3. Is every locally countable disjoint family of open sets in
an R-factorizable pseudo-Ri-compact (or w-stable) group countable?
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If the answer to Problem 4.3 is “yes”, then Corollary 3.12 and Theo-
rem 3.9 together will imply that the product G x K of an R-factorizable
P-group G and every m-factorizable group K is m-factorizable.

Problem 4.4. Must the product G x R¥ be R-factorizable for any R-
factorizable group G, where R is the real line?

Proposition 2.4 and Corollary 3.15 make it natural to ask the following:

Problem 4.5. Let K be a C-embedded subgroup of a Lindeldf group.
(a) Is the group K pseudo-wy-compact?
(b) Will the product G x K be R-factorizable for any R-factorizable
P-group G?¢

Problem 4.6. Let G be an R-factorizable group. It is true that every
countable locally finite family of open sets in G is locally finite in vG?
What if G is weakly Lindeldf or w-stable?
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